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From Lines to Hyperplanes
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An ancient writer said that arithmetic and geometry are the wings of mathematics; | believe one can
say without speaking metaphorically that these two sciences are the foundation and essence of all the
sciences which deal with quantity. Not only are they the foundation, they are also, as it were, the
capstones; for, whenever a result has been arrived at, in order to use that result, it is necessary to
translate it into numbers or into lines; to translate it into numbers requires the aid of arithmetic, to
translate it into lines necessitates the use of geometry.

— NBRK-HAREI A (Joseph Lagrange) | SEFEER AN BEHFRIIAIFERK | 1736 ~ 1813
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