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Changing rules on the virtual battlefield
Summary

As the digitalization process accelerates, cybercrime has become a transnational
threat. Although countries have successively introduced cybersecurity policies, due to
differences in implementation time, resource allocation and national conditions, there
is an urgent need to quantify policy effectiveness and identify best practices through
data-driven methods. This problem aims to reveal the global distribution of cyber-
crime, evaluate the heterogeneous effects of policies in various countries, and analyze
the association mechanism between demographic factors and crime risks, so as to pro-
vide policymakers with a data-driven optimization path.

For Task 1, in order to explore the distribution of cybercrime, first collect data and
clean the data, and then observe the distribution of cybercrime through visualization.
It is found that high-incidence areas of cybercrime activities often roughly overlap with
areas with low GCI scores. Then, a VBGMM model is established to cluster countries
with the same attributes and finally divide them into victim countries and attacking
countries. Finally, a multi-level analysis model based on unordered multi-classification
Logistics regression is constructed. It is found that the success of cybercrime often oc-
curs in areas with complex hacker activities, insufficient technical support and low in-
ternational cooperation, while the thwarting of crimes is mainly seen in environments
with close cooperation and advanced technology. Asset-rich regions are more inclined
to report attacks, while countries with sound legal systems provide effective support,
which enhances the prosecution effect of cybercrime.

For Task 2, in order to evaluate the impact of policies on cybercrime, a multi-period
double difference model was established, and parallelism and placebo tests were con-
ducted to analyze the heterogeneous impact of the five dimensions of policies on the
crime rates of the attacking and victim countries, and finally the policy effects of legal
improvement and technology investment were significant. In order to analyze the time
of implementation of cybersecurity policies in various countries and the temporal dy-
namics of their impact on cybercrime, a survival analysis model was established, and it
was found that for victim countries, policy implementation and duration significantly
reduced the risk of cybercrime.

For Task 3, in order to analyze the association mechanism between demographic
data of different countries and cybercrime, a structural equation model was established
and a fitness test was conducted. According to the model analysis, countries with
high Internet penetration rates and high education levels among victim countries are
more likely to become targets of cybercrime, while cybercrime in attacking countries
is mainly driven by technical capabilities and organizational levels, and the impact of
demographic factors is not significant. According to the situation of different countries,
it is recommended that victim countries strengthen cybersecurity education and the
promotion of zero-trust architecture, and attacking countries should strictly control
technology abuse and promote international cooperation to enhance the effectiveness
and fairness of the global cybersecurity governance system.

Finally, a sensitivity analysis was performed on the multi-level regression model of
Task 1 to verify the robustness of the model and confirm the reliability of the conclu-
sions through the fluctuation of parameters.

Keywords: VBGMM; DID Model; Cox TVPH; SEM
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1 Introduction

1.1 Problem Background

With the popularization of Internet technology, global connections are becoming in-
creasingly close, which not only improves communication efficiency, but also provides
opportunities for cybercrime and increases the security threats faced by individuals
and organizations. Many cybersecurity incidents cross national borders, making in-
vestigations more difficult. In order to protect their own image, some organizations
choose to conceal the fact that they have been hacked. Although this can avoid neg-
ative publicity in the short term, it weakens the overall awareness and response ca-
pabilities of society to cybersecurity threats. Therefore, countries need to unite and
formulate comprehensive national cybersecurity policies based on their own charac-
teristics to strengthen the cybersecurity protection system.

1.2 Restatement of the Problem

Considering the background information and constraints, developing a National
Security Doctrine to solve the following problems:

1. Analyze the global distribution of cybercrime, identify high-risk countries, and de-
termine where cybercrime is successful, disrupted, reported, and prosecuted.

2. Modeling over time to determine which parts of a policy or law are effective or
ineffective in addressing cybercrime.

3. Identify countries where demographic data is significantly correlated with the dis-
tribution of cybercrime and explain how this supports or challenges established the-
ories

1.3 Our Work

To solve the problem, we built and optimized the entire model:

For Task 1, we collected and processed data, observed the distribution of cyber-
crime through visualization, and analyzed the characteristics of countries by cluster-
ing them into attacking countries and victim countries in order to find high targets
of cybercrime. We also built a multi-level analysis model based on unordered multi-
classification logistic regression to analyze the law of cybercrime.

For Task 2, we first considered the effectiveness of the policy, and discussed the
effectiveness of the five aspects of the policy on the cybercrime rate of the attacking
country and the victim country by building a multi-period double difference model.
Then, in order to explore the impact of the time of policy adoption on cybercrime, we
established Cox’s time varying proportional hazard model.

For Task 3, we introduced the indicator of demographic data and built a structural
equation model to explore the correlation between cybercrime data and demographic
data in different countries.

Finally, we conducted a sensitivity analysis on the model.
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Figure 1: Mind Map

2 Assumptions and Justifications

• Demographic characteristics (such as education index, GDP, human develop-
ment index, etc.) have a significant nonlinear impact on the occurrence of cy-
bercrime.
Reason: Education level, economic investment, comprehensive development,
etc. are related to cybersecurity awareness and capabilities, resource allocation,
etc., and the relationship is complex.

• The impact of each dimension of the GCI index on the occurrence of cybercrime
has different weights.
Reason: The impact of policies and laws, technical facilities, education and train-
ing, international cooperation, etc. on cybercrime in different regions and situa-
tions varies in terms of intensity and mode.

• There is a threshold effect on the impact of Internet penetration and mobile device
usage on cybercrime.
Reason: The Internet and mobile devices are the main platforms for cybercrime,
but their impact may not be linear. In the early stage, with the popularization
of the Internet and mobile devices, cybercrime may increase due to the increase
in users, but when it reaches a certain saturation, the growth rate of cybercrime
may slow down or decline due to factors such as increased security awareness
and strengthened protective measures.

• The impact of economic factors (such as GDP) on the occurrence of cybercrime is
interactive.
Reason: GDP not only affects the investment in cybersecurity resources and the
level of technological development, but also interacts with other economic-related
factors such as education level and employment status to jointly influence the
motivation, opportunities and capabilities of cybercrime.
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3 Notations

Notations Definition
h(t|x) The instantaneous risk of the covariate x
b0(t) Baseline hazard rate
Zi(i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) Five aspects of policy
Xi(i = 1, 2, 3, 4) Factors that measure cybercrime

4 Data Pre-processing

4.1 Data Collection

Table 1: Data Sources

Database Name Database Website

Cybercrime Data https://verisframework.org/index.html
National Policies Da-
ta

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecu
rity/Pages/CIRTs/List-of-National-CIRTs
.aspx

Demographic Statis-
tics

https://databank.worldbank.org/home

4.2 Data Cleaning

For any feature, if the proportion of NA or "UNKNOWN" in the feature exceeds
10%, then remove the feature.

For any Boolean type feature, if the proportion of False values âĂŃâĂŃexceeds
90%, consider whether to remove the feature. This step needs to be decided based on
the specific analysis purpose, because sometimes even a large proportion of False may
contain important information.

For the remaining features with missing values, use linear interpolation to fill them.

For categorical variables (non-numeric variables), use one-hot encoding to convert
them to numerical variables. One-hot encoding converts each categorical value into a
new binary column (0 or 1), where each column represents a possible category. This
encoding method helps machine learning algorithms better process and understand
categorical data.

https://verisframework.org/index.html
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/CIRTs/List-of-National-CIRTs.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/CIRTs/List-of-National-CIRTs.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Cybersecurity/Pages/CIRTs/List-of-National-CIRTs.aspx
https://databank.worldbank.org/home
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5 Task1: Multi-level cybercrime risk assessment and re-
sponse model

5.1 Data Visualization

Figure 2: Number of crimes reported worldwide from 2005 to 2024

Figure 3: 2024 GCI Chart

Figure 2 shows the high incidence of cybercrime around the world, with particu-
larly significant clusters in North America and Western Europe. The extreme values
appear in the United States, and the changes in color and height reflect the frequen-
cy and success rate of cybercrime. Some Southeast Asian countries also show high
criminal activity. Figure 3 reflects the global cybersecurity score. North America, Eu-
rope and some East Asian countries have high scores, indicating their investment and
policy support in cybersecurity. High incidence areas of cybercrime activities often
overlap with areas with low GCI scores. For example, Africa and some South Asian
countries not only face low cybersecurity scores, but also report high cybercrime rates.
This shows that there is a direct proportional relationship between cybercrime and in-
adequate cybersecurity strategies.
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5.2 Variational Bayesian Gaussian Mixture Clustering

5.2.1 Principal component analysis dimensionality reduction

By searching the VERIS community database, we found that there are 136 indica-
tors related to cybercrime attacking countries and 825 indicators related to cybercrime
victim countries. Considering that when the number of features is very large, mod-
el training may become complicated and the computational cost is very high, and in
order to remove redundant information, principal component analysis is performed
on the indicator data to reduce the dimensionality, and it is ensured that the selected
principal components can explain at least 90% of the variability in the original data,
thereby reducing the attacking country indicator to 8 dimensions and the victim coun-
try indicator to 12 dimensions.

5.2.2 Clustering process and results

The reason for choosing the variational Bayesian Gaussian mixture model (VBG-
MM) for clustering is mainly based on the high complexity and dimensionality of the
data. First, whether it is 8 dimensions or 12 dimensions, it still seems high for the pro-
cessed data set, and VBGMM is good at processing high-dimensional data and effec-
tively avoids overfitting problems through its internal mechanism, which is especially
important for data after dimensionality reduction, ensuring that the effectiveness and
accuracy of clustering results are maintained while simplifying the data structure. Sec-
ondly, due to the lack of prior knowledge about the optimal number of clusters, VBG-
MM can adaptively determine the most appropriate number of clusters based on the
intrinsic distribution characteristics of the data, without pre-setting a fixed number of
clusters, which is particularly critical for exploring data sets with unknown structures.
In addition, considering that samples may be distributed on the boundaries between
multiple clusters, VBGMM provides a probability-based method to assign samples to
each cluster. This soft assignment method not only better reflects the true distribution
of the data, but also increases the understanding of data uncertainty. Finally, the regu-
larization effect introduced by VBGMM helps to improve the generalization ability of
the model, which is particularly suitable for data sets with relatively small sample sizes
but rich features. In summary, given the high complexity and high dimensionality of
the data and the uncertainty requirements for the number of clusters, it is reasonable
to choose VBGMM for clustering.

Since VBGMM assumes that the data is drawn from a multivariate normal distribu-
tion, it is helpful to standardize the data to zero mean and unit variance. This ensures
that all features are on the same scale and avoids some features having a dispropor-
tionate impact on the clustering results due to their large dimensions.

Since the clustering assumption of VBGMM is that the data satisfies a multivariate
normal distribution, it is necessary to consider applying a transformation (such as the
Yeo-Johnson transformation) to make it closer to a normal distribution.

The clustering results obtained using the algorithm in Table 3 are visualized as
shown in Figure 4.

For each subcategory, find the 5 most important features as the representative fea-
tures of the category and name them as shown in Figure 5
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Table 2: Survival EM Algorithm

Initialize:
t← 0
θt ← θ0

converged← false
While not converged and t < maxIter do:
// E-Step: Compute Expectation of the complete-data log-likelihood
Q(θ|θt)← 0
For i = 1 to n do:

If δi = 1 then: // Complete data
Q(θ|θt)← Q(θ|θt) + log f(xi|θ)

Else: // Censored data
Q(θ|θt) ← Q(θ|θt) + logS(xi|θ) // Contribution from censored observa-

tion
End If

End For
// M-Step: Maximize Q(θ|θt) with respect to θ

Solve ∂Q(θ|θt)
∂θ

= 0 for θ to get θt+1

// Check Convergence
If ‖θt+1 − θt‖ < ε or |L(θt+1)− L(θt)| < ε then:

converged← true
End If
t← t+ 1
θt ← θt+1

End While
Return θt

Figure 4: Clustering of attacking and victim countries
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Figure 5: Clustering Type

5.3 Multi-level analysis model based on unordered multi-classification
logistics regression

When studying the success and failure, reporting and prosecution of cybercrime,
we tend to consider the characteristics of global interconnection and focus on how to
promote international cooperation rather than just focusing on the opposing classifi-
cations between countries. This can better understand the dynamic characteristics of
cybercrime, so we will not discuss them separately by country type here, but take a
unified study to summarize the rules.

In order to comprehensively consider and link factors at different levels, by inte-
grating specific case analysis at the micro level with factors such as policy environ-
ment and international cooperation at the macro level, we can better understand the
dynamic changes and rules of cybercrime. A multi-level analysis model is established
here.

The first-level model focuses on the results of specific cybercrime events and tries
to find out which factors directly affect these results.

Since there are four categories of dependent variables and there is no natural or-
der between these states, an unordered multi-classification logistic regression model is
constructed at the first level. Here, the types of physical attacks, the security of differ-
ent types of assets, the carriers or ways of risk occurrence, and hacker attack methods
are selected as influencing factors.

The second-level model focuses on higher-level factors, aiming to explore why dif-
ferent countries or regions have different results in dealing with cybercrime. Referring
to the evaluation criteria of the GCI index, the five major aspects of law, technology,
organization, capacity building and cooperation are used to measure the policies of
each country, and according to the relevant indicators of each aspect listed by the In-
ternational Telecommunication Union, data is collected and the scores of each aspect
are obtained by quantitative synthesis.

In order to ensure the independence of the independent variables in the regression
model, the coefficient estimation instability, standard error increase and significance
test result distortion caused by the high correlation between the independent variables
are avoided, so as to ensure the accuracy and explanatory power of the model. Before
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constructing the model, it is necessary to conduct a collinearity test on each layer of
variables. The variance inflation factor is less than 10, which is within a reasonable
range.

Applying the above theory, the model equation is constructed as follows:

First layer:

log

(
P (Y = 1)

P (Y = 0)

)
= β1 − 6.684×X1 + 2.593×X2 − 11.348×X3 − 6.405×X4 (1)

log

(
P (Y = 2)

P (Y = 0)

)
= β2 − 0.698×X1 + 11.218×X2 − 16.351×X3 − 11.562×X4 (2)

log

(
P (Y = 3)

P (Y = 0)

)
= β3 − 0.473×X1 − 0.348×X2 + 0.828×X3 − 0.131×X4 (3)

Among them, Y = 0, 1, 2, 3 represents the four results of cybercrime success, thwart-
ed, reported and prosecuted, Xi(i = 1, 2, 3, 4) represents the four influencing factors of
physical attack type, security of different types of assets, carrier or path of risk oc-
currence, and hacker attack method, βi(i = 1, 2, 3) corresponds to the three results of
cybercrime thwarted, reported and prosecuted.

Second layer:

β1 = 0.337 + 0.324× Z1 + 0.087× Z2 − 0.288× Z3 + 0.035× Z4 − 0.147× Z5 (4)
β2 = −0.062 + 0.245× Z1 + 0.051× Z2 − 0.147× Z3 + 0.044× Z4 − 0.121× Z5 (5)
β3 = 0.429 + 0.141× Z1 + 0.048× Z2 − 0.182× Z3 + 0.719× Z4 − 0.259× Z5 (6)

Among them, Zi(i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5) represents the five factors of law, technology, orga-
nization, capacity building and cooperation.

Analyzing the results of the above model, we can summarize the laws of cybercrime
as follows:

• Where cybercrime is successful: characterized by highly sophisticated hacker ac-
tivity, fewer assets exposed to potential attackers, low levels of international co-
operation, and insufficient technical support. These characteristics provide cy-
bercriminals with a relatively loose operating space.

• Where cybercrime is thwarted: characterized by high levels of cooperation (in-
ternational or regional), advanced technological development, and a strong focus
on cybersecurity, while avoiding over-reliance on legal means. This means taking
more direct and technical defensive measures to prevent and respond to cyberat-
tacks.

• Where cybercrime is reported: characterized by having more assets, even in the
face of strong hacker attacks, they may choose to report rather than conceal be-
cause they have better error management mechanisms. This suggests that in
asset-rich environments, organizations and individuals may be more willing to
publicly acknowledge attacks and seek external assistance to solve problems.

• Where cybercrime is prosecuted: characterized by the degree of sophistication of
technical infrastructure and the effectiveness of the legal system play a decisive
role, especially when a country or region’s legal system can effectively support
the investigation and trial process of cybercrime. This can greatly increase the
possibility of bringing criminals to justice.
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6 Task2:Cybersecurity policy effectiveness evaluation mod-
el

6.1 Multi-period double difference model

6.1.1 Composite Sampling

Since countries can be divided into countries that attack cybercrime and countries
that are victims, and these two categories of countries face different challenges and
needs in cybercrime, they should be discussed separately so as to adopt targeted s-
trategies. Considering that victim countries and attacking countries are divided into
three categories according to various characteristics, and the number of countries in
each category is different, a mixed sampling method is used to select representative
countries from each category for research (the formula is as follows), ensuring that
representative samples are drawn from each category in proportion and a fixed num-
ber of samples are added to each category. This method not only ensures that the large
categories are sufficiently representative, but also allows small categories to receive
full attention due to their uniqueness, thereby improving the overall diversity of the
sample and the accuracy of the research results.

ni =

 Ci
m∑
j=1

Cj

× (N −m× k)

+ k (7)

Where N is the total number of samples drawn, where N = 30, ni represents the
total number of samples selected from the ith cluster, k represents the number of ad-
ditional fixed samples selected from each cluster, where k = 5, Ci represents the to-
tal number of countries in the ith cluster, m represents the number of clusters, where
m = 3.

The design takes 30 victim countries and attacking countries for research respec-
tively, and uses the above mixed sampling method to obtain 18, 6, and 6 representative
countries for the three subcategories of victim countries, and 7, 17, and 6 representative
countries for the three subcategories of attacking countries for targeted and specific re-
search.

6.1.2 Model construction

Since the global cybercrime governance policy is implemented in stages and there
are differences in the implementation time of the policy, a multi-period double dif-
ference model is constructed based on econometric theory and research methods to
empirically analyze the inhibitory effect of cybercrime governance policies on the sit-
uation of cybercrime around the world, and further explore the relationship between
various policy indicators and cybercrime. The panel data selected data from 2005 to
2022 for 18 years, in which the experimental group and the control group respectively
covered different countries and regions of cybercrime attacking countries and victim
countries. In order to improve and ensure the accuracy of the research and the accura-
cy of the data, the sample data of individual countries with serious data missing were
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Table 3: Selection of Representative Countries

Country Type Representative Countries
Security
Vulnerabilities
and Equipment
Issues

UZ, MA, RS, BW, GH, GR, TN, TL, KH, GT, MZ, ME, IQ,
SI, MR, DZ, KW, TZ

Software Issues
and Service
Disruptions

SE, HK, SG, NL, ID, VE

Financial Losses
and Business
Impact

FR, BE, AE, IE, ZA, TW

Motivation-driven
Attacks

IN, ID, VN, NZ, KR, CA, UA

Physical Attacks
and Control
Breaches

VE, JO, AZ, MY, CL, EG, TN, MR, PH, SG, AF, LY, JP, IT,
IS, AL, BZ

Hacker
Techniques and
Advanced Attacks

IR, PK, TR, SY, AR, CN

eliminated. Finally, 60 countries (30 attacking countries and 30 victim countries) were
used as research samples to explore the impact of the implementation of cybercrime
governance policies on the situation of cybercrime and the driving effect of different
policies on the cybercrime prevention and control capabilities of surrounding coun-
tries. The multi-period DID model constructed in this paper is as follows:

crimeit = α− β1× didit + β2× postit + ui + λt + εit (8)

In the above formula, i represents the country, t represents the year; crimeit is the
explained variable, i.e., the cybercrime rate of country i in year t; is the constant term;
1 is the policy effect, didit is the core explanatory variable, which is the interaction term
of the country dummy variable and the time dummy variable, and is used to represent
the dummy variables of different GCI indicators; 2 is the coefficient, postit is the control
variable at the cybercrime level; i represents the fixed effect of country i, t represents
the time fixed effect of year t; εit is the random disturbance term of the multi-period
DID regression model.

6.1.3 Parallel trend test

Before using the multi-period DID method for analysis and testing, ensure that the
time trends of the cybercrime rates of the treatment group and the control group are
basically parallel, and there is no significant difference. Based on the above work,
we first conduct a parallel test, taking the legal aspect of the attacking country as an
example, the results are as follows:
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Figure 6: Parallel Trend Test

6.1.4 Model results

The model results obtained by solving are as follows:

For the attacking country:

Law: crimeit = 0.1927− 0.5413× didit + 0.4440× postit + ui + λt + εit
(9)

Technology: crimeit = 0.3593− 0.6381× didit + 0.3069× postit + ui + λt + εit
(10)

Organization: crimeit = 0.3152 + 0.327× didit + 0.3182× postit + ui + λt + εit
(11)

Capacity Building: crimeit = 0.2833− 0.3080× didit + 0.4152× postit + ui + λt + εit
(12)

Cooperation: crimeit = 0.3267− 0.4958× didit + 0.2256× postit + ui + λt + εit
(13)

For the victim country:

Law: crimeit = 0.3528− 0.4303× didit + 0.5372× postit + ui + λt + εit
(14)

Technology: crimeit = 0.2493− 0.3752× didit + 0.2638× postit + ui + λt + εit
(15)

Organization: crimeit = 0.2904 + 0.3995× didit + 0.3672× postit + ui + λt + εit
(16)

Capacity Building: crimeit = 0.3632− 0.4165× didit + 0.6330× postit + ui + λt + εit
(17)

Cooperation: crimeit = 0.2691− 0.5297× idit + 0.5285× postit + ui + λt + εit
(18)
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6.1.5 Placebo test

After solving the model and obtaining preliminary results, in order to exclude the
impact of non-policy factors on cybercrime and avoid subjective changes in the re-
search subjects due to advance knowledge of the policy implementation signal, which
may lead to errors in the "policy effect", the following placebo test is conducted:

Figure 7: Placebo test

The kernel density distribution of the placebo test results is shown in the figure. It
can be seen that the p value distribution is close to the normal distribution, and the
regression result is not significant, indicating that the impact of the implementation
of legal policies on cybercrime governance on the attacking country is not accidental,
which further verifies the robustness of the model.

6.1.6 Result Analysis

After solving the multi-period DID model of the degree of influence of policies on
cybercrime in the attacking country and the victim country, the following radar chart
about β1 (policy effect) is drawn:
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Figure 9: Kaplan-Meier survival curve

6.5 Model Building

The model equation is established as

For the attacking country:

h(t | x) = h0(t) exp(−1.33x1− 0.61x2 + 0.16x3 + 1.01x4− 0.06x5 + 0.06x6 + 0.54x7) (21)

Figure 10: Attacking Country Forest Map

For the victim country:

h(t | x) = h0(t) exp(−0.30x1 + 0.08x2 + 0.92x3 + 0.10x4− 0.86X5 + 0.07x6− 0.13x7) (22)

where xi(i = 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) represents the policy regarding capabilities, coopera-
tion, law, organization, whether the policy is implemented, policy duration, and tech-
nology
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and provides a comprehensive framework for evaluating how factors such as Internet
access, wealth, and education level work together on cybercrime.

7.1 Principle

The connection between variables in SEM is represented by structural parameters,
which provide constants for the invariance of causal relationships between variables
and describe the relationship between observed variables, between observed variables
and latent variables, and between latent variables. These variables can be summarized
into two models, namely measurement models and structural models.

1. MeasurementModel mainly represents the relationship between observed vari-
ables and latent variables . The measurement model generally consists of two equa-
tions, which respectively define the relationship between the endogenous latent vari-
able η and the endogenous observed variable y, and between the exogenous latent
variable ξ and the exogenous observed variable x. The model form is:

X = Λxξ + δ (23)
Y = Λyη + ε (24)

Among them, x is a vector composed of exogenous observed variables; y is a vector
composed of endogenous observed variables; Λx is the relationship between exoge-
nous observed variables and exogenous latent variables, which is the factor loading
matrix of exogenous observed variables on exogenous latent variables; Ay is the re-
lationship between endogenous observed variables and endogenous latent variables,
which is the factor loading matrix of endogenous observed variables on endogenous
latent variables; Λy is the error of exogenous observed variable x; ε is the error of en-
dogenous observed variable y; ξ and η are the latent variables of x and y respectively.

2. Stmctural Equation Model). Mainly represents the relationship between latent
variables. It stipulates the causal relationship between the assumed exogenous latent
variables and endogenous latent variables in the system under study, and the model
form is:

η =βη+Γξ+ς (25)

Among them, η is the endogenous latent variable; ξ is the exogenous latent vari-
able; β is the coefficient matrix of the endogenous latent variable η, which is also the
path coefficient matrix between the endogenous latent variables; Γ is the coefficient
matrix of the exogenous latent variable ξ, which is also the path coefficient matrix of
the exogenous latent variable to the corresponding endogenous latent variable; ς is the
residual, which is the part that cannot be explained in the model.

7.2 Model establishment

In combination with the research questions, the basic model diagram of each vari-
able is established, and by consulting the literature, the policy and demographic data,
as well as the research hypothesis relationship of cybercrime are determined.
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For the victim country:

H1: Policy has a significant positive relationship with cybercrime

H2: Demographic data has a significant positive relationship with cybercrime

For the attacking country:

H3: Policy has a significant positive relationship with cybercrime

H4: Demographic data has a significant positive relationship with cybercrime

Based on the above theoretical assumptions, the structural equation model diagram
that affects cybercrime is constructed with the help of the software AMOS, as shown
below.

Figure 12: Structural equation model diagram of the impact of cybercrime

7.3 Fitness test

The established model was tested for fitness through AMOS, and the following
table was obtained (due to space limitations, only the fitness test of the victim country
is listed, but the attacking country also passed the fitness test).

Table 4: Victim Country Fit Test

Fit Test Index Fit Standard Model Result Fit Evaluation

CMIN 1∼3 1.774 Good
RMSEA <0.08 0.083 Acceptable

RMR <0.08 0.085 Acceptable
GFI >0.90 0.927 Good
CFI >0.90 0.949 Good
IFI >0.90 0.944 Good
TLI >0.90 0.985 Good
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7.4 Model analysis

According to the victim country model, demographics have a significant positive
impact on cybercrime. Therefore, it can be inferred that among victim countries, coun-
tries with high Internet penetration, developed economy, and high education level are
more likely to become targets of cybercrime. For example, developed countries such
as Canada and South Korea may face more cyberattacks due to their well-developed
Internet infrastructure and frequent economic activities. In the attacking country mod-
el, demographics do not have a significant predictive effect on cybercrime. This may
mean that cybercrime in attacking countries is more driven by technical capabilities
and organizational levels rather than traditional demographic factors. Therefore, at-
tacking countries may be those countries that have high Internet penetration and de-
veloped economy but strong legal and technical defense capabilities, such as China
and Russia, which may become the source of cyberattacks due to the concentration of
technical resources.

According to the victim country model, high Internet penetration and education
level may lead to more cybercrime victims, which supports the theory that "countries
with high digitalization are more likely to become targets." However, this may also
confuse the theory because high education level is usually associated with higher cy-
bersecurity awareness, but the data show that education level positively affects crime
victimization, which may be because countries with high education levels use more
online services, increasing the risk of exposure.

For the attacking countries, the demographic data is not significant, which may
support the theory that "attack behavior relies more on technical and organizational
factors", but the problems of data quality or indicator selection need to be eliminated.
For example, the demographic indicators (secure Internet servers, higher education
enrollment rate) in the attacking country model may not effectively reflect the actual
influencing factors, and other indicators such as the proportion of technical practition-
ers or dark web activity may need to be introduced.

In view of the cybercrime governance needs of different countries, the following
policy recommendations are put forward: For the victim countries, the access rights
to high-value data should be restricted by promoting the Zero Trust architecture to re-
duce the risk of exposure. At the same time, compulsory cybersecurity courses should
be added in higher education to balance digital convenience and risk awareness, and
security subsidies should be provided to small and medium-sized enterprises to al-
leviate the problem of insufficient resources, so as to systematically improve defense
capabilities. For the attacking countries, it is necessary to strictly control the export of
vulnerability scanning tools and encryption technologies to prevent the abuse of tech-
nology, require transparent attack tracing through international cooperation mecha-
nisms such as the Budapest Convention to increase the cost of crime, and introduce
alternative indicators such as dark web activity and the number of APT organizations
to more accurately reflect the characteristics of attack behavior. At the internation-
al level, we should promote the establishment of a unified cybercrime data reporting
framework to reduce analytical bias. At the same time, we should establish a global
cybersecurity fund to support technology transfer and capacity building in develop-
ing countries, promote cross-border collaboration and technology sharing, and build a
fairer and more transparent global cyber governance system.
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8 Analysis on Model’s Sensitivity

We used five factors of national policy and data on cybercrime when constructing
a multi-level analysis model. However, in actual calculations, due to national statistics
or publication errors, the data is often inaccurate and fluctuates, which may affect the
results to a certain extent. Therefore, in order to test whether our model is still stable
when external conditions are disturbed, we use sensitivity analysis to evaluate our
model. In order to simulate data fluctuations of different magnitudes, we added 2%,
5% and 10% disturbances to the data, which were brought into the prediction model
for calculation and compared with the original situation without disturbance. Here,
we take the frequency of physical attacks as an example,

Figure 13: Sensitivity analysis

By changing the frequency of physical attacks in the multi-layer analysis model,
we calculate the results of the log-odds ratio, thereby analyzing the sensitivity of the
factor of physical attack frequency. From the figure, we can see that with the increase of
attack frequency, the trend of log-odds ratio changes little, indicating that our equation
is stable.

9 Strengths and Weaknesses

9.1 Strengths

1. The DID model can effectively control unobserved time-invariant characteristics
and avoid bias introduced by fixed individual effects. And because the model com-
pares the time changes of the treatment group and the control group, it can reduce the
impact of selection bias and extract causal relationships. It is suitable for various type-
s of policy evaluation and intervention analysis and can handle different time series
data.

2. SEM can handle multiple dependencies at the same time and is suitable for an-
alyzing direct and indirect effects between variables. Concepts can be represented by
latent variables (unobserved variables) to improve the explanatory power of the mod-
el, especially in social science research, which is often used to quantify characteristics
that are difficult to measure directly.
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9.2 Weaknessess

1. Although the DID model can control fixed effects, the model may still be affected
by unobserved time-varying factors, which may affect both the treatment group and
the control group. Multi-period DID requires a large amount of panel data to ensure
the reliability of the results, and data collection and processing may be more complicat-
ed. And if an exogenous shock occurs during the analysis period (such as an economic
crisis, an epidemic, etc.), it may affect the results, making causal relationships more
difficult to identify

2. Structural equation models require a larger sample size to ensure the stability
and reliability of parameter estimates, and the model assumptions are stricter. SEM
assumes a linear relationship between variables, which may not apply to all actual
situations, leading to model bias, and is more sensitive to missing data and outliers,
which may affect the accuracy of the results.
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